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SUBJ CANADIAN ADMIRAL LASHES CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT ON MILITARY PREPAREDNESS 

1. TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL ON JUNE 9 PUBLISHED ARTICLE 
DATELINED HALIFAX AND ENTITLED "CANADA FAILING MILITARY 
ALLIES, ADMIRAL WARNS." 

2. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, VICE ADMIRAL DOUGLAS BOYLE, 

HEAD OF MARITIME COMMAND, GAVE CONSERVATIVE MPS AT CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY CAUCUS IN HALIFAX "A HARD SELL, OFTEN POLITICAL, SALES 
PITCH.. .URGING THEM TO FIGHT FOR MORE RESOURCES FOR THE ARMED 
FORCES." ADMIRAL BOYLE ALLEGEDLY SAID CANADA IS FALLING DOWN 
ON ITS MILITARY COMMITMENTS TO ITS ALLIES AND COMPLAINED THAT 
HE HAS HAD TO CUT DRASTICALLY THE TIME HIS SHIPS ARE AT SEA AND 
HIS AIRCRAFT IN THE AIR BECAUSE OF LACK OF MONEY FOR FUEL. 

3. "MY JOB IS TO SERVE MY MASTERS, BUT I ALSO 
BELIEVE IT'S SOMEONE'S JOB TO INFORM THE CANADIAN 
PUBLIC OF WHAT THE THREAT IS... IF WE CAN'T PUT UP 

THEN WE SHOULD SHUT UP AND SURRENDER OUR SOVEREIGNTY 
TO THE AMERICANS," HE APPARENTLY SAID. ACCORDING TO 
THE PRESS REPORT HE REPEATEDLY CITED THE NEED FOR NEW 
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AND AMALGAMATION OF ALL CANADIAN GOVERNMENT "NAVIES" 

INTO ONE MARITIME FORCE. HE MENTIONED VESSELS USED 
BY THE COAST GUARD, THE RCMP, THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORT, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT. HE ALSO 
SUGGESTED THAT THE MILITARY BE GIVEN A BIGGER BUDGET, AND 
THAT IT BE ALLOWED TO HIRE MORE PERSONNEL TO HELP 
UNEMPLOYMENT PROBLEMS, AND CONCLUDED BY SAYING "EVERY 
TIME I GO DOWN TO THE STATES I HANG MY HEAD IN SHAME. 

WE SPEND JUST OVER TWO PERCENT OF OUR GNP ON DEFENSE, 

THEY SPEND 7.8 PERCENT." 

4. COMMENT: THE REMARKABLE CRITICISM OF THE CANADIAN 

GOVERNMENT BY ONE OF ITS MILITARY CHIEFS, PARTICULARLY 

WHEN ADDRESSING CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 

PROBABLY REFLECTS THE GREAT FRUSTRATION AND UNHAPPINESS 

PRESENTLY FOUND IN THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES. (CONSERVATIVE 

MP GEORGE HEES WAS QUOTED IN THE SAME ARTICLE AS 

SAYING THAT PM PIERRE TRUDEAU "HAS NO USE FOR THE 

MILITARY...)". ADMIRAL BOYLE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY HEAR 

FROM HIS SUPERIORS BUT IT IS UNLIKELY THAT MUCH MORE 

WILL HAPPEN; HIS CRITICISMS ARE OBVIOUSLY ON 

TARGET AND GOC WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY TAKING TOO-STRONG 

ACTION AGAINST HIM FOR "TELLING IT LIKE IT IS." 
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